Stotra Literature: Some Metaphors and Imagery

Light and Fire
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mahatah paritah prasarpatas

tamaso darsana-bhedino bhide
dina-natha iva svatejasa
hrdaya-vyomni manag udehi nah

O Breaker of this great darkness that is creeping all around, dividing our vision -
please rise up, like the sun, just a little bit, in the space of our hearts.
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kadamba-vana-madhya-garh kanaka-mandalopasthitarh
sad-amburuha-vasinim satata-siddha-saudaminirh
vidarhbita-japa-rucirh vikaca-candra-ctida-manim

tri-locana-kutumbinir tri-pura-sundarim asraye

I take refuge in Tripurasundari, the wife of the three-eyed one, she who goes in the
middle of the Kadamba forest, established on a golden disk, dwelling in the six lotuses,
lightning for the eternal sages, whose beauty puts to shame the Japa flower, she who

has the full moon for a crest jewel.
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(7.) vidyud-uddyotavat-prasphurad-vasasarn

pravrd-ambhodavat-prollasad-vigraham
vanyaya malaya $obhitorah-sthalarh
lohitanghri-dvayarh varijaksarh bhaje
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(1.) ceto-darpana-marjanarh bhava-maha-davagni-nirvapanam

$reyah-kairava-candrika-vitaranam vidya-vadhii-jivanam
anandambudhi-vardhanam pratipadarh ptirnamrtasvadanam

sarvatma-snapanarn pararh vijayate $rikrsna-sankirtanam
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(38.) bhavatah smaratar sadasane
jayini brahmamaye nisedusam
dahate bhava-bija-santatim
$ikhine'nekasikhaya te namah

The Ocean-Joining and traversing
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(3.) satyapi bhedapagame,
natha tavaharh na mamakinas tvam
samudro hi tarangah,

kvacana samudro na tarangah
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trayl sankhyarm yogah pasupati-matarh vaisnavam iti
prabhinne prasthane param idam adah pathyam iti ca
rucinarh vaicitryad rju-kutila-nana-patha-jusarn

nrnam eko gamyas tvam asi payasam arnava iva

The Vedas, Sankhya philosophy, Yoga, Pasupati-matarh the worship of Visnu - thus
about different paths it is said that - this one is highest- that one is wholesome.

Of all people, due to their differences of taste, liking various paths, some straight,
some crooked - you are the one goal. Just as all waters flow to the sea.
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(2.) yan-maya-vasa-varti visvam akhilarh
brahmadi-devasurah
yat-sattvad amrseva bhati sakalarh



rajjau yatha'her bhramah A
yat-padah plava eka eva hi bhavam-
bhodhes titirsavatam

vande'harh tam adesa-karana-pararn

ramakhyam iarh harim C

vyt 2fe fafearfasemsam
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medhasi devi viditakhila-$§astra-sara
durgasi durga-bhava-sagara-naur asanga
$rih kaitabhari-hrdayaika-krtadhivasa
gaurl tvam eva $asi-mauli-krta-pratistha

The wind
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(37.) tarasa bhuvanani yo bibharti

dhvanati brahma yatah pararh pavitram
parito duritani yah punite
§iva tasmai pavanatmane namaste  Kiratarjuniyam - work Bharavi

The Universe Entire etc.
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(26.) tvam arkas tvarh soma stvam asi pavanast varn hutavaha-
stvam apas tvarh vyoma tvam u dharanir atma tvam iti ca
paricchinnam evarh tvayi parinata bibhrati giram

na vidmastat tattvarh vayamiha tu yat tvam na bhavasi
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ya srstih srastur adya vahati vidhi-hutarh ya havir ya ca hotri

ye dve kalarh vidhattah $ruti-visaya-guna ya sthita vyapya visvam
yam ahuh sarva-bija-prakrtir iti yaya praninah pranavantah
pratyaksabhih prapannas tanubhir avatu vas tabhir astabhir isah
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(9.) bhir-ambhamsyanalo'nilo'mbaram ahar-natho himarh§uh puman

ityabhati caracaratmakam idam yasyaiva mirtyastakam
nanyat kificana vidyate vimrsatar yasmat parasmad vibhos

tasmai $ri gurumiirtaye nama idam $ridaksinamiirtaye
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(25.) manah pratyakcitte savidham avadhayattamarutah
prahrsyad-romanah pramada-salilotsangita-drsah
yad alokyahladarh hrada iva nimajyamrtamaye

dadhatyantas tattvarh kimapi yaminastat kila bhavan
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(6.) tejo-mayam saguna-nirgunam advitiyam
ananda-kandam aparajitam aprameyam
nadatmakarh sakala-niskalam atma-riipam

varanasi-pura-patim bhaja visva-natham



